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2, This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

RMSoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' ' 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNAnONAJL PRELBmNARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Intei^^Bal application No. 

PCT/JP2003/008012 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1,3-6,9-28 

pages 

pages 



2,7-8 



, as originally filed' 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 06 February 2004 (06.02.2004) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



2-32,36-45 



1,33-35 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 06 February 2004 (06.02.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1-25 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



^' tYi1l,^^i^^fl*^o!^^ language, all Ae elements niarked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the mternational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
— the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

^^®^^^g"age of the translation furnished for tfie purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

^* ijyillinfnf^"^ *° ^K' a"*^*"- a^Sno sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- *"auuu«u 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequentiy fiirnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the mformation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



4. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in tiie cancellation of 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos, 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I ™s report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an iirvitation under Article 14 are referred to 

i 4^ rS'^''^ filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 16 

and 70. 17). * ' 

♦ ♦ A}xy replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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Inteij^^al application No. 

^CT/JP03/086l2 



I V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explansitiohs supporting such statement 



1: Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

. • Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-45 



1-45 



YES 
NO 



1-45 



2. Citations and explanations 



)ocument 1 : Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written appUcation of , 
Japanese Utility Model Application No. 204094/1986 (Laid-open No. 102766/1988^ (NEC 
CORPORATION), 4 July 1988 ^ ^ ' 

iDocument 2: WO, 02/20882, Al (SHARP CORPORATION), 14 March 2002 

[(Claims 1-19). 

lin the ISR^^^^^* ^^"^'^ ^^^"^ ^'^^ involves an inventive step with respect to documents 1-2 cited | 

Documents 1-2 do not describe a "sub-chamber for input" or a "sub-chamber for removal" and 
moreover that pomt could not easily be conceived by a person skiUed in the art based on the cooling 
chamber descnbed in document 1 . ^uumxg 
[(Claims 20-29) 

I A ^rSi^''* "^^"^"^ ""^^"^^ ^^'^^ involves an inventive step with respect to documents 1-2 
|citeQ m the ISR. 

Documents 1-2 do not describe a "first substrate sheet transport means," "second substrate sheet 
transport means, or a substrate sheet rotation means" and moreover that point could not easily be 
fcc^lSa ^ ^ ^^^^ in the art based on the gear-type rotational cooUng body describi in 

|(Claims 30-32) 

Icited i^e ISr''* "'^"^'^ claims 30-32 involves an inventive step with respect to documents 1-2 

Documents 1-2 do not describe "a pluraUty of immersion mechanisms" and moreover that point 
could not easily be conceived by a person skiUed in the art based on the epitaxial growth device 
Idescnbedmdocvunent 1. 
[(Claims 33-37) 

Icited ii&e ISr""* '^^"^'^ °^ ""^^ ^^'^^ involves an inventive step with respect to documents 1-2 

Docmnents 1-2 do not describe a "sub-chamber for input" or a "sub-chamber for removal" and 
moreover that point could not easily be conceived by a person skilled in the art based on the cooling 
chamber descnbed m document 1 . ^^""1x5 
[(Claims 38-43) 

Icited i^fe Kr""^ °^ ^^"^^ involves an inventive step with respect to documents 1-2 

^ Documents 1-2 do not describe a "second substrate sheet transport means" and moreover that 
pomt could not easily be conceived by a person skiUed in the art based on the siUcon sheet piod^tion 
[device descnbed in document 2. proaucuon 
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il ^plication No. 

'CT/JP03/08012 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box V: 
(Claims 44, 45) 

The subject matter of claims 44 and 45 involves an inventive step with respect to documents 1 
cited in the ISR. 

Documents 1-2 do not describe providing a plijrality of immersion niechanisms and moreover 
that point could not easily be conceived by a person skilled in the art based on the silicon sheet 
production device described in document 2. 
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